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Business Owner Profile

Make sound credit decisions about small-business owners

Extending credit to small businesses can be risky. Don’t take chances. Use 

Business Owner Profile from Experian and extend credit with confidence.

According to the U.S. Small Business 

Administration, there are about  

24 million small businesses in the 

United States. Small businesses make 

up 99 percent of all U.S. companies, 

with 75 percent of those being sole 

proprietorships. In addition, while 

conventional wisdom states that four 

out of five new businesses fail in their 

first three years, that statistic includes 

voluntary terminations and ownership 

changes along with bad debt as the 

cause for “failure.” In fact, only one out 

of five businesses fails in its first three 

years strictly due to bad debt. 

Statistics show that extending credit to 

new small businesses can be a risky 

proposition since many new and small 

businesses have yet to build a commercial 

credit history. Experian’s Business Owner 

Profile can help you confidently approve 

loans for those businesses. 

U.S. consumer and  
commercial marketplace  

The first report of its kind in the 

commercial credit industry, Business 

Owner Profile combines Experian’s 

expertise in consumer and business 

credit reporting to give you the most 

accurate, current and comprehensive 

business and proprietor credit 

information available. 

It is fairly common for proprietors to 

leverage their personal assets to meet 

business obligations. If a proprietor takes 

out a home-equity loan, that loan will 

not appear on a standard business credit 

report, but it will appear on Business 

Owner Profile. By using Business Owner 

Profile, you can avoid the high risk 

associated with small businesses, while 

identifying good credit risks and 

uncovering new account opportunities. 

As the distinction between a proprietor’s 

business and personal finances continues 

to blur, it becomes more important for 

you to understand the risk associated with  

a proprietor’s complete financial portfolio. 

By using Business Owner Profile with any 

of our commercial credit reports, such 

as the Business Profile, you can better 

determine the overall creditworthiness 

of your customers. Accessing both reports 

may lead you to alter your decision or 

adjust terms before granting credit. 

With the help of Business Owner  

Profile, you can turn small business  

into big profits.

•	 Business Owner Profile helps you 

expand your small-business customer 

base, identified by many economists 

as the market for growth.

•	 Fraud ShieldSM launches a series  

of checks, searches and counters to 

screen every credit application. It 

instantly recognizes warning signs 

and critical discrepancies.

•	 The Office of Foreign Assets Control 

(OFAC) Name Matching Service uses 

the consumer’s name provided on  

the credit report inquiry and matches 

it against the OFAC name table.
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 Sample Business Owner Profile report

Proprietor identifying information 
Name and home address of the 
proprietor including up to two  
previous addresses. 

Business information 
Name of the proprietor’s current 
employer (if he or she has other 
employment) and/or the proprietor’s 
last employer. 

Inquiry information 
Address entered when making  
the inquiry. 

Scorex PLUSSM score 
A statistically based consumer credit risk 
score that predicts the likelihood of 
seriously delinquency in the next 24 
months. Scores range from 300-900 
where lower scores indicate higher risk.

Summary of trade payments 
Summary of the proprietor’s trade 
experiences. 

Delinquency chart 
Shows how many trades are current 
versus how many trades are 30+  
days delinquent. 

Summary of legal filings,  
payments and inquiries 
Summary of the number of legal 
filings present, information payments 
and balances including delinquent 
payments and total number  
of inquiries.
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